Wisconsin
Arts Board
Annual Report

1976 - 1977



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1976-77

*Ruth DeYoung Kohler, Chairperson
Sheboygan

Marion Baumann
Monroe

*William E. Carroll
Eau Claire

*Russell Ferrall
Shawano

*Velma Hamilton
Madison

*William C. Kidd
Racine

Lyn Saxer
Janesville

Joel Skornicka
Madison

Adolph A. Suppan
Milwaukee

Sandi Utech
Oshkosh

*Mary Alice Wimmer
Madison

*Members of the Executive Committee



ARTS BOARD STAFF 1976-77

Jerrold B. Rouby Jane Goold-McNally

Executive Director Office Manager

Douglas Potts Catherine Otto

Administrative Officer Secretary/Receptionist

Lea Ward-James Gerri Gurman

Grants Officer Dance Touring Coordinator
Lucine Folgueras Interns: Larry Larson
Artists-In-Schools/ Verdery Roosevelt
Community Arts Program Coord. University of Wisconsin Center

for Arts Administration



GRANT-IN-AID

New Directions and advancement marked the cornerstones of growth as
the Wiscansin Arts Board campleted its third full year of operation June 3, 1977.
Public and artist response to programs made these cornerstones strong building
blocks for the arts in Wiscansin.

The Board's programs advanced to respond to the arts needs expressed
in applications for grants-in-aid from 483 organizations, institutions and
individuals, half again the number of requests in the previous fiscal year.
In total they requested $1.4 million, campared to $909,000 in 1976. Federal
funding from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Arts Board's sole souxce
of program funds increased only $1,000 to $197,000 during the same period.
These funds provided for 107 matching grants in aid and fellowships through-
out the state. In tumm, those grantees raised or donated $500,000 in cash,
services and materials.

In all 1.1 million Wisconsin citizens and 8,500 Wisconsin artists
viewed or participated in live programs in 71 counties including over 400
tour events, with numerous festivals and radio or television broadcasts
reaching persons in all corers of the state.

Wisconsin citizens, artists and laypersons examined the needs of their
commmities and their state and approached the Arts Board for some of the
necessary building blocks of diversified programs.

The needs in Wisconsin included touring programs in dance, theatre,
and music, by such companies as the Milwaukee Ballet, Friends Mime Theatre,
the Milwaukee Symphony, Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestra, and the Flo-
rentine Opera; a documentary film of the founder of the Suzuki music edu-
cation method, Shinchi Suzuki, during a visit to Stevens Point; support
to the Great Lakes Film Festival; a dance residency by choreographer Rika
Burnham with Dancecircus, Ltd. in Milwaukee; partial support of a hand-
printed, hand-bound book of fables by James Cortese of Madison; aid to a
special exhibition at the Bergstrom Art Center in Neenah/Menasha; and
fellowships to five writers and five visual artists of excepticnal pro-
mise in Wiscensin, and myriad other projects of scope and merit.

The Wisconsin Arts Board grew in 1977. It advanced to the needs of
Wisconsin artists and audiences and it continues to build cornerstones of
support for artists and audiences across the state.
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS

In 1976-77,; the Wisconsin Arts Board also administered five addi-
tional special programs: Artists—in-Schools, Community Arts Development,
Dance Touring, Wisconsin Concrete Sculpture Park, Dairyland Graphics
(Phase II), Statewide Simulcasts of the Milwaukee Sympchony Orchestra,
and a visual artist residency at the Federal prison in Oxford.

Artists-in—-Schools, Community Development and Dance Touring are
ongoing programs for the Board, all funded in part by the National
Endownment for the Arts and local sponsors in the state. The Wisconsin
Concrete Sculpture Park was begun as a special project to preserve the
naive sculpture in concrete and glass by Wisconsin artist Fred Smith
of Phillips, funded through a cocperative endeavor of federal, state
and local govermment and private foundations and corporations. Dairy-
land Graphics completed its second and final phase of a pilot mural
program in rural commnities, also funded in part by the National
Endowment for the Arts with local community participants and donated
supplies and materials.



ARTISTS-IN-SCHOOLS

Artists-in-Schools is an ongoing program of the Wisconsin Arts Board
in conjunction with the National Endowrment for the Arts. The program's
objective is to inwolwve professional artists, students, parents and teachers
in the cooperative effort of developing and enriching students' sensitivity
to and understanding of the arts. It also provides an experience that
encourages further arts programming and integration of the arts into the
reqular school activities, and, ultimately, the community.

During the 1976-77 school year, A-I-S programs in poetry, film/video
and the visual arts occurred in over 60 Wisconsin schools, twice as many
as the previous fiscal year.
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COMMUNITY ARTS DEVELOPMENT

In its second year, the Commnity Develcpment Program of the Wisconsin
Arts Board provided $30,000 in project and program aid to state cammnity
arts agencies, again nearly twice the amount awarded in the previous fiscal
year. Funds for this program were received by the Arts Board through a
special grant from the National Endowment for the Arts,

EXPANDING THE ARTS COMMINITY, a two~day conference sponsored by the
Arts Board in cooperation with the Association of College, University and
Community Arts Administrators and the School of Fine Arts, University of
Wisconsin~Stevens Point, was held on Octcber 1 and 2, 1976, to kick off
commmity program planning.

The conference consisted of presentations and workshops designed to
assist commmnity and educational arts sponsors with philosophical and prac-
tical considerations in the develcopment of local arts activities. Guest
speakers included six leading arts administrators from across the cowntry.
Packets of related materials were given to each conference participant,
and the conference was attended by more than seventy organizational rep-—
resentatives from all regions in the state.

Cammmnity arts development leaders utilized an outstanding opportunity
to meet each other and discuss issues, campare and contrast methods and
activities.

GRANTS to cammmnity arts agencies provided the incentive to organize,
to expand the base of participation, develop accountable management systems,
and became involved in long range planning for the arts. Agencies may have
autonomy when designing their program, or may work closely with the Arts
Board staff to dewelop a functional agency structure and plan services and
activities.

A total of $27,744 in grants were awarded to sixteen Wisconsin com-
mmnities for arts development programs. These included an inter-arts series
(films, performances, visual arts events), art fairs and festivals, audience
development and arts information programs, challenge grants to stimulate
local funding and funds for staff and operational support of arts agencies.
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DANCE TOURING PROGRAM

In a combined sponsorship with the National Endowment for the Arts,
Affiliated State Arts Agencies of the Upper Midwest, and the Wisconsin Arts
Board, the Dance Touring Program provided state organizations and institu-
tions in ten communities with the opportunity to have fifteen professional
dance companies in residence reaching 30,000 audience members in 1976-77.

The residencies varied in length from two and a half days to three
weeks and included public performances, commumity workshops, in-school
lecture demonstrations and master classes. Iocal sponsors determine the
nature of the residency through choice of company and discussions with
the campany about activities most suited to particular community needs
and interests. Federal subsidy of one-third of the campany fee is avail-
able from the Endowment for sponsoring corganizations.

During the 1976-77 fiscal year, fifteen professional residencies
were sponsored in Wisconsin. The sponsoring organizations and institutions
and the companies in residence were: the University of Wisconsin-Madison,
Don Wagoner and Dancers, Lar Lubovitch Dance Campany, and Utah Repertory
Dance Theatre; University of Wisconsin-River Falls, 542 Dance Company
and Bhaskar Dances of India; University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, Mordine
and Company, and Don Redlich Dance Company; Milwaukee Perfonming Arts
Center, City Center Joffrey Ballet and Nikolais Dance Theatre; Racine
tnified Schools, Raymond Johnson Dance Company; St. llorbert College,
DePere, 542 Dance Company; Viterbo College, La Crosse, Ballet Folk of
Moscow; University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point, Luigi's Jazz Dance Company;
and the Wausau Performing Arts Foundation and University of Wisconsin-
Green Bay both sponsored residencies by the llartford Ballet.



WISCONSIN CCNCRETE SCULPTURE PARK - PHILLIPS, WISCONSIN

One of the most exciting projects for the Wisconsin Arts Board was the
salvaging and restoration of the works of naive sculptor Fred Smith of Phillips,
Wisconsin.

Upon the death of Mr. Smith in early 1976, the monumental cement and
glass sculptures of this truly free-spirited artist were scheduled for demo—
lition.

The Kchler Foundation of Kohler, Wisconsin, purchased the property on
which the sculptures stand and with Arts Board and National Endowment for the
Arts grants, the process of restoration, conservation and development of a
county park was begun. Wisconsin artists Don and Sharron Howlett were hixed
to restore the priceless works and to plan the park.

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources aided in moving the
sculptures from sites around Price County to the park setting for restoration.

With the combined dedicated efforts of Federal, state, county, and
local governments and private industry and foundations, these sculptures
will be preserved and will beccme a Price County park.



DATRYIAND GRAPHICS

The Dairyland Graphics project continued to develop as national net-
work television and national magazines featured the program as a model
rural arts project in America. A two-year pilot project of rural barn
murals, the project inwolved area residents in the design and execution
of a large, highly visible mural reflecting the heritage and culture of
their region of Wisconsin. Six murals were completed in the summer of
1977, with paint donated by Sears, Foebuck & Co., to complement the six
murals created during Phase I.

Six professional artists from the selected rural areas quided local
youths in designing and painting their murals. In this manner rural resi-
dents became acquainted with professional artists and their work and the
artist became involved in the community.

The Wisconsin Department of Tourism designed and released a gquide
brochure on the program with directions for motorists to each mural site.
The brochure has been and continues to be distributed throughout the state.

As a final touch to the Dairyland Graphics, the Arts Board put to-
gether the "how-to" Mural Manual on organizing and producing a commuunity
mural. This manual has been distributed by request to a number of states
as artists and community leaders in other states are inspired by the suc—
cess of this program.

The barn murals and the artists leading them are as follows:

Laurence Maier barn, Beaver Dam, Jerry Kamp, artist; Charles
Rupp bam, Tomah, Mark Donnelly, artist; Lewis Furchtenicht
barn, Spooner, Fern Griffin, artist; Albert Brunsch barn,
Wausau, Paul Pulkinghorne, artist; Hilbert Schneider barn,
Johnson Creek, Penny Semrau, artist; Elton Spaid barn, Stur-
geon Bay, William Roberts and Arvid Anderson, artists.



STATEWIDE SIMULCISTS

Distribution of our state's major artistic resources to as broad an
audience as possible is one of the Board's priorities. To fulfill that
responsibility, the Board utilized Wisconsin's superb public television
and radio network for the first time to bring the Milwaukee Symphony
Orchestra into homes throughout the state. In a cooperative effort
with the Educational Cammnications Board, Chamnel 10, Milwaukee, the
Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra, and the musician's wnion, five simulcasts
of perfomances by the orchestra were offered to 95 per-cent of Wis-
consin homes. The simulcasts also were beamed into Minnesota for broad-
casting into the northwestern section of our state.



ARTIST-IN-RESTIDENCE
FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTICN
OXFORD, WISCONSIN

In fiscal year 1977, the Arts Board, through a grant from the National
Endowrent for the Arts, and in cocoperation with the Federal Bureau of Prisons,
supported an artist residency at the Federal Correctional Institution in Ox-
ford, Wiscansin. This residency was one of five pilot prodects focusing on
the arts in prisons throughout the United States designed to aid inmates in
making more creative use of their leisure time in the correctional institution.

Don Turner, a visual artist who has exhibited his metal point work
nationally, created a course of study and worked as the resident artist.
Many of the inmates had never had any type of formal art instruction, so
he developed an innovative, story-telling method to introduce inmates to
concepts of design, colors and theme and then worked closely with them as
their worked progressed.

The program was voluntary and approximately twenty of the 500 Oxford
inmates were consistent attendees during the year. Another twenty to thirty
"dropped in" for varying lengths of time. It was notable that, of the twen-
ty students who attended almost daily, many developed artistically to the
point where they exhibited campleted works in art galleries and shopping
centers around the state, as well as selling a few! Also, there were obser-
vable changes in behavior of inmates who had previously had same degree of
difficulty in adapting to the prison's rules and environment.

The National Endowment for the Arts has since moved its funding sup—~
port to five other correctional facilities, but the success of this pilot
program has persuaded Federal Correctional Institution administrators to
continue the Oxford project. Don Turner has stayed as the resident artist,
and this initiative is an excellent example of Federal/state cooperation.



Wisconsin Arts Board
Report of Financial Activity
Fiscal Year 1976-77
July 1, 1976 - June 30, 1977

Fiscal Year 1976 Balance Forward $ (17,535)
Income
State Funds
Administration $ 111,460
Total, State Funds 111,460
National Endowment for the Arts
State Block Grant 205,000
Artists—in-Schools 55,500
Program Develcprent 18,000
Community Arts Development 30,000
Prison Arts Program,
FCI-Oxford 10,000
Wisconsin Concrete Park 16,200
Dairyland Graphics II 7,000
Readings & Residencies
for Writers 1,050
Passthrough Grants 14,968
Total, NEA 357,718

Affiliated State Arts Agencies
of the Upper Midwest

Dance Touring Program 31,133

Tour: "I Wear A Morming Star" 1,250

Total, ASAAUM 32,383

Federal Prison Bureau

Prison Arts Program 6,500

Total, FPB 6,500

Gifts and Grants (Private) 2,000

CETA, Governor's Manpower Office 6,599
Total Income 516,660

TOTAL $ 499,125
]



Expenditures

General Grants Program
Architecture &

Environmental Design 1,500

(reative Writing 14,013

Dance 20,752

Film 7,560

Interdisciplinary 18,071

Music 49,621

Theatre 42,350

Visual Arts 34,204

Technical Assistance 6,000

Director's Grants 2,505

Program Support 8,424
Total, General Grants Program 205,000
Dance Touring Program

Grants 29,633

Program Support 1,500

Total, Dance Touring Program 31,133
Artists-in-Schools Program

Poetry 6,690

Visual Arts 7,012

Film 8,745

Program Support 8,315
Total, Artists-in-Schools 30,762
Community Arts Development

Grants 30,080

Program Support 8,315
Total, Community Arts Development 38,395
Prison Arts Program 10,452
Wisconsin Concrete Park 15,887
Readings and Residencies

for Writers 315
Dairyland Graphics IT 8,303
Boox, Inc. 11,468
Perishable Press 3,500
Wisconsin Artists Working

in the Arts (CETA) 6,944

Administrative and
Program Support

Salaries and Fringe 85,857

Supplies and Services 24,117

Equipment 1,486

Total, Support 111,460
Total, Expenditures 473,619
Balance Forward 25,506

TOTAL $ 499,125



