
 

 
April 3, 2026 

In The News  |  When You Go  |  Opportunities  |  Subscribe/Unsubscribe 

Please “like” the Arts Board on Facebook, and follow us on Twitter and Instagram. 

Click https://wab50.com to learn more about the Arts Board’s 50th Anniversary! 

National Poetry Month 30th Anniversary | Academy of American Poets 

Jazz Appreciation Month | Smithsonian Museum of American History 

 
QUOTE OF THE DAY 

“A poet's work is to name the unnameable, to point at frauds, to take sides, start arguments, 
shape the world, and stop it going to sleep.” – Salman Rushdie 

“To read a poem is to hear it with our eyes; to hear it is to see it with our ears.” – Octavio 
Paz 

“To grasp the full significance of life is the actor's duty, to interpret it is his problem, and to 
express it his dedication.” – Marlon Brando 

“Art that means anything in the life of a community must bear some relation to current 
interpretations of the mystery of the universe. Our rigid separation of the humanities and the 
sciences has temporarily left our art stranded or stammering and incoherent. Both art and 
science ought to be blended in our early education of our children's emotions and powers of 
observation, and that harmony carried forward in later education.” – Dora Russell 

“Man is the only animal that laughs and weeps, for he is the only animal that is struck with 
the difference between what things are, and what they might have been.” – William Hazlitt 

“It is often said that before you die your life passes before your eyes. It is in fact true. It's 
called living.” – Terry Pratchett 

http://www.facebook.com/WisconsinArtsBoard
https://twitter.com/#!/@wiartsboard
https://www.instagram.com/wiartsboard/
https://wab50.com/
https://poets.org/national-poetry-month-30th-anniversary
https://americanhistory.si.edu/explore/projects/smithsonian-jazz/jazz-appreciation-month


 
VIDEO OF THE DAY 

Manito Art League helps Northwoods artists further their education 
WJFW  
Deadline: May 1 

Slices of Life from the Obit Beat | University Place 
PBS Wisconsin 

Healing & Internal Resourcing in Times of Unrest 
Arts Midwest 

Reclaiming the Banjo's Hidden Black History | In the Making 
PBS and American Masters PBS 

Daryl Hall & Booker T. Jones - Green Onions 
Daryl Hall 

Wisconsin artists and arts organizations, do you have video that you’d like us to 
consider sharing as the Wisconsin Arts News Video of the Day?  Send the link to 
artsboard@wisconsin.gov! 
 

TOP WISCONSIN NEWS 

FROM THE WISCONSIN ARTS BOARD 

NEW Riley Saenim is Wisconsin’s 2026 Poetry Out Loud Champion 
Wisconsin Arts Board 

Also 
NEW High School Students from Across Nation to Compete in Poetry Out Loud 
National Finals 
National Endowment for the Arts 
April 28 – 29  

NEW The Wisconsin Arts Board Congratulates Its America250 Grantees 
Wisconsin Arts Board 

NEW The Wisconsin Arts Board Congratulates FY26 Woodland Indian Arts Program Grant 
Recipients 
Wisconsin Arts Board 

NEW Spotlighting Wisconsin - ConneXion Performing Arts 
Wisconsin Arts Board 

https://www.wjfw.com/manito-art-league-helps-northwoods-artists-further-their-education/video_c5659921-ebd2-55fa-bb7e-b7b747494870.html
https://youtu.be/cU66ErvuyGY?si=3ly2NzxhhBB0saac
https://artsmidwest.org/resources/guides-tools/healing-internal-resourcing-in-times-of-unrest/
https://youtu.be/8UVv4CBuJZc?si=rma8l6Kw_rEWqVu9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4HmAcvI74A
mailto:artsboard@wisconsin.gov
https://artsboard.wisconsin.gov/Pages/POL-2026.aspx
https://www.arts.gov/news/press-releases/2026/high-school-students-across-nation-compete-poetry-out-loud-national-finals
https://www.arts.gov/news/press-releases/2026/high-school-students-across-nation-compete-poetry-out-loud-national-finals
https://artsboard.wisconsin.gov/Pages/America250-Grantees.aspx
https://artsboard.wisconsin.gov/Pages/FY26-WIA-Grantees.aspx
https://artsboard.wisconsin.gov/Pages/FY26-WIA-Grantees.aspx
https://artsboard.wisconsin.gov/Pages/SW-ConneXion.aspx


NEW Winter Work, Spring Fruit 
Creative Copy | Wisconsin Arts Board 

NEW Discover the state’s arts scene with this Wisconsin Art Guide 
Wisconsin Newspaper Association, Discover Wisconsin 

NEW Looking, After the Fires: Art, Resilience, and U.S.–Japan Creative Exchange 
National Endowment for the Arts 

NEW NALAC Unveils ‘A Mirror and a Map’ Research Report and Website to Support the 
Latinx/é Arts and Culture Field 
National Association of Latino Arts and Cultures 

NEW How Sustainable Heritage Tourism and Remote Village Initiatives are Transforming 
Global Travel 
Travel and Tour World 

Inside a $1.75B creative economy—and why it matters now 
March 2026 Newsletter | Americans for the Arts 

Help WisconsinEye Raise Operations Funds 
GoFundMe 

Spotlighting Wisconsin | Prairie Music & Arts, Inc 
Wisconsin Arts Board 

WI Arts & Creativity Newsletter: Vol 4, Issue 7 | March 2026 
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 

Public Funding for the Arts in the Midwest: 2026 by the Numbers 
Arts Midwest 

Free resources available to Wisconsin residents to host America@250 Community 
Conversations 
PBS Wisconsin 

Museum Registration for 2026 Blue Star Museums Program 
National Endowment for the Arts 

2025-2027 Wisconsin Poet Laureate Project 
Wisconsin Poet Laureate Commission 

NEA + NEH + IMLS + NPR, PBS, CPB Updates may be found HERE. 

Arts Board Panelist Open Call 
Wisconsin Arts Board  

https://artsboard.wisconsin.gov/Pages/Winter-to-Spring.aspx
https://wnanews.com/2026/03/30/discover-the-states-arts-scene-with-this-wisconsin-art-guide/
https://www.arts.gov/stories/blog/2026/looking-after-fires-art-resilience-and-us-japan-creative-exchange
https://mailchi.mp/nalac/nalac-unveils-a-mirror-and-a-map-research-report-and-website?e=3adeaba6fe
https://mailchi.mp/nalac/nalac-unveils-a-mirror-and-a-map-research-report-and-website?e=3adeaba6fe
https://www.travelandtourworld.com/news/article/how-sustainable-heritage-tourism-and-remote-village-initiatives-are-transforming-global-travel/
https://www.travelandtourworld.com/news/article/how-sustainable-heritage-tourism-and-remote-village-initiatives-are-transforming-global-travel/
https://www.americansforthearts.org/news-room/march-2026-newsletter
https://gofund.me/50546d3a4
https://artsboard.wisconsin.gov/Pages/SW-PMA.aspx
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDPI/bulletins/40c6f32
https://artsmidwest.org/about/updates/public-funding-for-the-arts-in-the-midwest-2026-by-the-numbers/
https://pbswisconsin.org/pressroom/free-resources-available-to-wisconsin-residents-to-host-america250-community-conversations/
https://pbswisconsin.org/pressroom/free-resources-available-to-wisconsin-residents-to-host-america250-community-conversations/
https://www.arts.gov/initiatives/blue-star-museums/2026-registration
https://www.wisconsinpoetlaureateproject.com/about
https://artsboard.wisconsin.gov/Pages/updates.aspx
https://artsboard.wisconsin.gov/Pages/Arts-Board-Panelist-Open-Call.aspx


Opportunity Attraction Fund  
Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation | WEDC  

Arts & Culture Accessibility Self-Assessment 
Open Door Arts 

NEW NCN Articles of Interest | April 3, 2026  
National Creativity Network 

Job Opportunities 

Executive Assistant 
Arts Midwest 
Deadline: May 31 

Part-Time Faculty 
Milwaukee Ballet 
Deadline: May 31 

Director of Institutional Advancement 
Racine Art Museum 
Deadline: Until Filled 

Patron Services Manager 
Next Act Theatre 
Deadline: Until Filled 

Write On, Door County Searches for Next Executive Director 
Spano | Pratt Executive Search 
Deadline: Until Filled 

Vice President, Marketing & Communications 
Marcus Performing Arts Center 
Deadline: Until Filled 

Interior Architecture & Design Faculty (Full-Time) 
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design 
Deadline: Until Filled 

Current Opportunities 
First Stage 
Deadline: Until Filled 

Summer Academy Lead Teaching Artist (Playmakers, Grades 1-2) 
Summer Academy Lead Teaching Artist (Voice & Speech, Grades 3-4) 
Summer Academy Lead Teaching Artist (Scene Study, Grades 3-4) 
Summer Academy Lead Teaching Artist (Design, Grades 5-12) 
Summer Academy Lead Teaching Artist (Acting Theory, Grades 5-12) 

https://wedc.org/programs/opportunity-attraction-fund/
https://www.artsaccessresources.org/
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/0b834bc8-fc55-4fd6-b98a-95c9093d3ec1/downloads/ed1ffb6a-ba41-4715-800f-8dd17d82d3c7/NCNarticles040326.pdf?ver=1775229652877
https://artsmidwest.org/careers/executive-assistant/
https://milwaukeeballet.org/files/galleries/MB-Position-Description_PT-Faculty_05_2023-0001.pdf
https://www.ramart.org/get-involved/employment/
https://nextact.org/get-involved/employment/
https://files.constantcontact.com/3b1079e2201/4f7f23eb-8dca-40aa-976e-2cc4a35449ea.pdf
https://www.marcuscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Vice-President-of-Marketing-and-Communications-01.21.2026.pdf
https://miadwordpress.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/15130606/POS-ANN-Interior-Architecture-Design-2026-01-07.pdf
https://www.firststage.org/Job-Opportunities
https://www.firststage.org/files/galleries/Lead_Teaching_Artist_Playmakers.pdf
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=XYx1E88p8ESSJ6gukaHPP4ESQYAATutLqRvQw9aT79tUOFlZSTlWWFJGSlpMMzRaN1ZGVFlJRUhFMS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=XYx1E88p8ESSJ6gukaHPP4ESQYAATutLqRvQw9aT79tUOFlZSTlWWFJGSlpMMzRaN1ZGVFlJRUhFMS4u&route=shorturl
https://www.firststage.org/files/galleries/Lead_Teaching_Artist_Voice_and_Speech_(3rd-4th_Grade).pdf
https://www.firststage.org/files/galleries/Lead_Teaching_Artist_Voice_and_Speech_(3rd-4th_Grade).pdf
https://www.firststage.org/files/galleries/Lead_Teaching_Artist_Scene_Stude_(3rd-4th_Grade).pdf
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=XYx1E88p8ESSJ6gukaHPP4ESQYAATutLqRvQw9aT79tUOFlZSTlWWFJGSlpMMzRaN1ZGVFlJRUhFMS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=XYx1E88p8ESSJ6gukaHPP4ESQYAATutLqRvQw9aT79tUOFlZSTlWWFJGSlpMMzRaN1ZGVFlJRUhFMS4u&route=shorturl
https://www.firststage.org/files/galleries/Lead_Teacher_Design_5-12.pdf
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=XYx1E88p8ESSJ6gukaHPP4ESQYAATutLqRvQw9aT79tUOFlZSTlWWFJGSlpMMzRaN1ZGVFlJRUhFMS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=XYx1E88p8ESSJ6gukaHPP4ESQYAATutLqRvQw9aT79tUOFlZSTlWWFJGSlpMMzRaN1ZGVFlJRUhFMS4u&route=shorturl
https://www.firststage.org/files/galleries/Lead_Teacher_Acting_5-12.pdf
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=XYx1E88p8ESSJ6gukaHPP4ESQYAATutLqRvQw9aT79tUOFlZSTlWWFJGSlpMMzRaN1ZGVFlJRUhFMS4u&route=shorturl


Summer Academy Lead Teaching Artist (Musical Theater, Grades 5-12) 
Summer Academy Lead Teaching Artist (Voice & Movement, Grades 5-12) 

Fundraising Director 
ARTS for ALL Wisconsin 
Deadline: Until Filled 

General Manager 
Barrymore Theatre 
Deadline: Until Filled 

Development Coordinator 
Opera for the Young 
Deadline: Until Filled 

Communications and Operations Manager 
Strategic National Arts Alumni Project 
Deadline: Until Filled 

For more Job Opportunities, click HERE. 

NEW 2026 Congressional Art Competition Deadlines 

Office of Congressman Bryan Steil 
1st Congressional District of Wisconsin 
Deadline: April 8 

Office of Congressman Scott Fitzgerald 
5th Congressional District of Wisconsin 
Deadline: April 10 at 5:00 PM 

Office of Congressman Glenn Grothman 
6th Congressional District of Wisconsin 
Deadline: April 14 

Office of Congressman Tom Tiffany 
7th Congressional District of Wisconsin 
Deadline: April 10 at 5:00 PM 

Office of Congressman Tony Wied 
8th Congressional District of Wisconsin 
Deadline: April 7 at 5:00 PM 

Deadlines | Resources | Events 

World Premiere Wisconsin: A yearlong, statewide celebration of new plays and musicals 
returns in 2026! 

https://www.firststage.org/files/galleries/Lead_Teacher_Musical_Theater_5-12.pdf
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=XYx1E88p8ESSJ6gukaHPP4ESQYAATutLqRvQw9aT79tUOFlZSTlWWFJGSlpMMzRaN1ZGVFlJRUhFMS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=XYx1E88p8ESSJ6gukaHPP4ESQYAATutLqRvQw9aT79tUOFlZSTlWWFJGSlpMMzRaN1ZGVFlJRUhFMS4u&route=shorturl
https://www.firststage.org/files/galleries/Lead_Teacher_Voice_Movement_5-12.pdf
https://www.artsforallwi.org/about/opportunities
https://barrymorelive.com/careers/general-manager/
https://www.operafortheyoung.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026-DC-Job-Description.pdf
https://utaustin.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/UTstaff/job/Texas/Communications-and-Operations-Manager_R_00043735
https://artsboard.wisconsin.gov/Pages/Job-Opportunities.aspx
https://steil.house.gov/services/art-competition
https://fitzgerald.house.gov/services/art-competition
https://grothman.house.gov/constituent-services/arts-competition.htm
https://tiffany.house.gov/congressionalartcompetition
https://wied.house.gov/services/art-competition
https://worldpremierewisconsin.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/World-Premiere-Wisconsin-Festival-2026-Opening-Press-Release-1-5-2026.pdf
https://worldpremierewisconsin.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/World-Premiere-Wisconsin-Festival-2026-Opening-Press-Release-1-5-2026.pdf


World Premiere Wisconsin 
Through December 31 

America's Invitation | Share Your Story 
America 250 
Deadline: Before July 4, 2026  

We’re Back with Another Capacity Building Webinar Series 
Creative West 
Through September 8, 2026 

Strategic Partnerships and Mergers 
Arts Midwest 
April 8 | 3:00 p.m. Central Time 

2026 ABLE Assembly  
Berklee Institute for Accessible Arts Education 
April 10 – 12 | Boston, MA 

Wisconsin Screenwriters' Symposium and Screenplay Contest 
UW-Madison 
April 10 – 12 | Wisconsin Screenwriters’ Symposium  

Also 
WSOC 2026 Quarter Finalists 
Wisconsin Screenwriters Own Contest 

Social Media Video Tactics for Arts Organizations 
Arts Midwest 
April 15 | 3:00 p.m. Central Time 

Amplify & Ignite: A Symposium on Theatre For Social and Civic Engagement  
American Alliance for Theatre & Education  
April 16 – 19 | New York City, NY 

Succession Planning for Sustainability 
Arts Midwest 
April 22 | 3:00 p.m. Central Time 

Business of Art Conference V 
Dane Arts 
April 23 – 24 | Madison 

Midwest Museums Leadership Intensive 
Association of Midwest Museums 
April 28 – 30  

https://america250.org/share-your-story/
https://wearecreativewest.org/2026-capacity-building-webinar-series/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TWMLo70BTm2RPHS3h4hslw#/registration
https://college.berklee.edu/able
https://screenwriters.commarts.wisc.edu/
https://screenwriters.commarts.wisc.edu/2026/02/04/wsoc-2026-quarter-finalists/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fiBH5v0ZTNeKMWrWcU8Hqw#/registration
https://www.aate.com/amplify-ignite-ny
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_URBg9tviQ7OGXv4m34jxzQ#/registration
https://dablmarket.com/dabl-2026
https://www.midwestmuseums.org/events/leadership-workshop/


NEW 2026 Annual Rural Summit 
Wisconsin Rural Partners 
April 29 – 30 | Prairie du Chien 

2026 WVCA Conference 
Wisconsin Volunteers Coordinators Association 
May 6 - 8  

Super Early Bird Registration is Now Open! 
American Alliance of Museums 
Through January 16 | Super Early Bird Registration 
May 20 - 23 | Philadelphia 

2026 AAAE Conference  
Association of Arts Administration Educators 
May 28 – 31 | 2026, Boston, MA 

Shape the future. Organize for Impact 
AFTACON 2026, Americans for the Arts 
June 2 – 5 | Albuquerque, NM  

2026 National PTA Convention  
National PTA   
June 18 – 21 | Pittsburgh, PA 

International Thespian Festival  
Educational Theatre Association 
June 21 – 26 | Bloomington, IN 

NEW Don’t Miss the Pre-Conference at Play Make Learn 2026! 
Professional Learning and Community Education | School of Education | UW-Madison 
July 8 

NEW 2026 Play Make Learn Conference 
Professional Learning and Community Education | School of Education | UW-Madison 
July 9-10 

NEA FY 2027 Grants for Arts Projects Guidelines Now Available 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Deadlines: July 9 

Theatre Education Conference  
Educational Theatre Association  
July 22 – 24 | New York City, NY 

AATE 2026 National Conference 
American Alliance for Theatre & Education 
July 29 – August 1 | Greenville, SC 

https://www.wiruralpartners.org/Rural-Summit
https://wvca35.wildapricot.org/events
https://annualmeeting.aam-us.org/register/
https://artsadministration.org/conference/
https://web.cvent.com/event/6f1fefa4-34ae-4408-b305-3c4d3398ad7f/summary
https://www.pta.org/home/events/National-PTA-Convention
https://itf.schooltheatre.org/
https://app.explore.wisc.edu/e/es?s=1427524768&e=2390847&elqTrackId=6bf940c8fcbe4d2896cdc087ece57e37&elq=1b1fe5c4b0c0414fba9ff25fd60e43e0&elqaid=81216&elqat=1&elqak=8AF52271618A89FA8F05C60DA5811BDDDA5D4BBD32656F9EC9847A98ABBA8767A09E
https://web.cvent.com/event/3559d2c0-1b30-4e2d-a03c-3574e6293bd8/websitePage%3Af71fed35-2eea-4162-b029-ba3457adb107
https://www.arts.gov/news/press-releases/2025/nea-fy-2027-grants-arts-projects-guidelines-now-available
https://tec.schooltheatre.org/
https://sites.google.com/aate.com/2026/home


2026 LEAD Conference 
Leadership Exchange in Arts and Disability 
August 11 – 14 | Philadelphia, PA 

2026 Annual Conference 

Chamber Music America 
August 20 – 23  

NEW Midwest Arts Expo 
Heartland Performing Arts 
September 22 – 25  

2026 Biennial NAfME Music Research and Teacher Education Conference 
National Association for Music Education  
September 30 – October 3 | Long Beach, CA 

Capacity Building Webinar Series  
Creative West 
Various 

Online Workshops and Conversations  
Creative Capital 
Various 

Webinars 
Performing Arts Readiness 
Various 

Springboard for the Arts Calendar of Events 
Springboard for the Arts 
Various 

Upcoming Events 
Access/VSA International Network 
Various 

 
IN THE NEWS 

Visual Arts/Museums 

Artist Spotlight | Samantha Ducas 
Fox Cities Magazine 

The Colorful Legacy of Christy Ann Skuban & The 'Art-A-Round' 
Volume One Magazine 

Arts and Creativity in Education 

https://web.cvent.com/event/17bdd852-b76e-4a4c-bf53-1f67fa1ee7b1/summary
https://cmachicago.vfairs.com/
https://midwestartsxpo.org/
https://nafme.org/event/2026-biennial-nafme-music-research-and-teacher-education-conference/
https://wearecreativewest.org/2026-capacity-building-webinar-series/
https://creative-capital.org/calendar/
https://performingartsreadiness.org/webinars/
https://springboardforthearts.org/events/
https://www.accessvsa.org/learn
https://foxcitiesmagazine.com/blog/columns/samantha-ducas/
https://volumeone.org/articles/2026/04/03/385615-the-colorful-legacy-of-christy-ann-skuban-and-the-art-a-round


Branching out: Farmers and scientists team up to see how trees can reshape the future 
Education | PBS Wisconsin  

Dance builds the skills young people need. I credit dance with my pursuit of medicine. 
From the Field | Youth Today 

Lawrence University professor Danielle Joyner dies while leading spring break trip 
Appleton Post-Crescent 

Two artists with ties to PSOA named 2026 Fellows by the Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, 
Arts & Letters 
Peck School of the Arts | UWM 

UW system President Jay Rothman was told to quit or be fired, refuses to leave 
Wisconsin State Journal 

Also 
UW system president is told to resign or be fired 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

Arts and Healthcare 

Why Doctors Are Prescribing Art 
See All This Art Magazine 

Community Arts 

Governor Evers Signs Sen. Keyeskis “Tom Diehl Memorial Highway” Bill Into Law 
Urban Milwaukee 

A creative detour to Mineral Point 
The Gazette - Cedar Rapids, IA 

Folk Arts/Folklife 

These women maintain Easter traditions passed down for generations 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

Literary Arts/Libraries 

Wausau-native movie director reconnects with his Wisconsin roots in new memoir 
Wisconsin Today | Wisconsin Public Radio 

How American independent bookstores made a massive comeback 
Tech | Fast Company 

Maya Angelou | Caged Bird 
Poem of the Day | Poetry Foundation 

https://pbswisconsin.org/article/branching-out-farmers-and-scientists-team-up-to-see-how-trees-can-reshape-the-future/
https://youthtoday.org/2026/03/dance-builds-skills-young-people-need-credit-dance-pursuit-medicine/
https://www.postcrescent.com/story/news/education/2026/04/02/lawrence-university-professor-danielle-joyner-dies/89435931007/
https://uwm.edu/arts/two-artists-with-ties-to-psoa-named-2026-fellows-by-the-wisconsin-academy-of-sciences-arts-letters/
https://uwm.edu/arts/two-artists-with-ties-to-psoa-named-2026-fellows-by-the-wisconsin-academy-of-sciences-arts-letters/
https://madison.com/news/local/education/university/article_998bd414-7301-4fb5-8183-e742a518e51b.html
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/education/2026/04/02/university-of-wisconsin-system-president-told-to-resign-or-be-fired/89438561007/
https://seeallthis.com/en/article/why-doctors-are-prescribing-art/
https://urbanmilwaukee.com/pressrelease/governor-evers-signs-sen-keyeskis-tom-diehl-memorial-highway-bill-into-law/
https://www.thegazette.com/lifestyles/travel/a-creative-detour-to-mineral-point/article_33af6352-71da-4b03-8ff5-16da325acf98.html
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/local/milwaukee/2026/04/03/these-women-maintain-easter-traditions-passed-down-for-generations/89103707007/
https://www.wpr.org/news/wausau-movie-director-reconnects-wisconsin-roots-new-memoir
https://www.fastcompany.com/91520671/how-american-independent-bookstores-made-a-massive-comeback
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/48989/caged-bird


Media Arts 

Raven Software co-founder Brian Raffel retires after 36 years 
Shack News 

Performing Arts 

Music 

Is Historical Performance Still Controversial? 
Early Music America 

Presenting 

Overture Center fills remaining 2 roles for co-CEO’s 
Wisconsin State Journal 

Theater/Opera 

Three Fault Lines in Post-Pandemic Theater  
Leading Creatively | Chad Bauman 

Other 

5 Branding Mistakes Nonprofits Should Avoid in 2026 
NonProfit Pro 

 
WHEN YOU GO 

For more event listings, please go to the new Wisconsin Events page on 
TravelWisconsin.com: https://www.travelwisconsin.com/events.  

Visual Arts/Museums 

Local Artist John Suess Brings Wisconsin Landscapes to West Bend Community Memorial 
Library 
Urban Milwaukee 
Through April  

First Fridays at the RAD | Rivoli Arts District 
La Crosse Local 
April 3 

Arts and Creativity in Education 

https://www.shacknews.com/article/148559/raven-software-brian-raffel-retires?amphtml=1
https://www.earlymusicamerica.org/emag-feature/is-historical-performance-still-controversial/
https://madison.com/life-entertainment/local/art-theater/article_ad647c74-59bf-41f6-88ee-e08f1b121882.html
https://leadingcreatively.substack.com/p/three-fault-lines-in-post-pandemic
https://www.nonprofitpro.com/post/5-branding-mistakes-nonprofits-should-avoid-in-2026/
https://www.travelwisconsin.com/events
https://urbanmilwaukee.com/pressrelease/local-artist-john-suess-brings-wisconsin-landscapes-to-west-bend-community-memorial-library/
https://urbanmilwaukee.com/pressrelease/local-artist-john-suess-brings-wisconsin-landscapes-to-west-bend-community-memorial-library/
https://lacrosselocal.com/event/first-fridays-at-the-rad-rivoli-arts-district/2026-04-03/


UWM’s Latin American Film Series Showcases Cinema from the Region 
Milwaukee Magazine 
Through April 4 

Textile art exhibit runs through April 17 at UW-Stevens Point 
Stevens Point Journal 
Through April 17 

Area schools taking part in Concert Music Festival at Chequamegon 
Price County Review 
April 9 (choir), April 16 (band) 

Events 
Peck School of the Arts | UWM 
Various 

Events Calendar | Arts 
UW-Madison 
Various 

Our Hive: Arts, Culture and Community Events 
UW-Superior 
Various 

Community Arts 

13 Things to Do in Milwaukee This Weekend: April 2-5 
Milwaukee Magazine 
Through April 5  

What to do in Madison this weekend: April 2-5, 2026 
Isthmus 
Through April 5  

15 events in and around Madison this Easter weekend 
Wisconsin State Journal 
This Weekend 

Western Wisconsin Weekend: See what's happening 
Hudson Star-Observer 
This Weekend 

La Crosse Guide to April Events  
La Crosse Local 
Various | April 

https://www.milwaukeemag.com/uwm-latin-american-film-series/
https://www.stevenspointjournal.com/story/news/local/2026/04/03/textile-artist-liv-aanrud-exhibit-runs-through-april-17-at-uw-stevens-point/89425522007/
https://www.apg-wi.com/price_county_review/area-schools-taking-part-in-concert-music-festival-at-chequamegon/article_53cc73bb-6609-48d1-80cc-e931700d3cf2.html
https://uwm.edu/arts/events/
https://today.wisc.edu/events/tag/arts
https://www.uwsuper.edu/community-engagement/our-hive-performing-arts-and-community-events/
https://www.milwaukeemag.com/14-things-to-do-in-milwaukee-this-weekend-april-2-5/
https://isthmus.com/arts/isthmus-madison-picks-april-2-to-5-2026/
https://madison.com/life-entertainment/local/events/article_2a2537ec-4267-4989-8325-6e396a6efd27.html
https://www.hudsonstarobserver.com/news/western-wisconsin-weekend-see-whats-hoppening/article_e842d091-9267-47f9-a46f-133b39ac18e9.html
https://lacrosselocal.com/april-events/


Late actor Chris Farley's brother to speak on mental health, addiction 
Stevens Point Journal 
May 5 

Arts  
Madison Magazine 
Various 

Wausau Area Events 
Wausau Pilot & Review 
Various 

Literary Arts/Libraries 

Local Artist John Suess Brings Wisconsin Landscapes to West Bend Community Memorial 
Library 
Urban Milwaukee 
Through April  

Media Arts 

Chippewa Valley Nordic Presents BANFF Film Festival 
Barron News-Shield 
April 12 

SS Badger season kick-off includes film premiere in Manitowoc May 17 
Manitowoc Herald Times Reporter 
May 17 

Performing Arts 

Dance 

Milwaukee Ballet goes down the rabbit hole with ‘Alice’ 
GMToday 
May 1 – 10  

Music 

Raising Our Songs - Lifting Our Voices 
Milwaukee Choristers 
April 10, 12 

Festival City Symphony Highlights Music and Mental Health Through Work by 
Composer Autumn Maria Reed 
Urban Milwaukee  
April 18 

https://www.stevenspointjournal.com/story/news/health/2026/04/03/late-actor-chris-farleys-brother-to-speak-on-mental-health-addiction-in-wisconsin-rapids/89437395007/
https://www.channel3000.com/madison-magazine/arts/
https://wausaupilotandreview.com/wausau-area-events/
https://urbanmilwaukee.com/pressrelease/local-artist-john-suess-brings-wisconsin-landscapes-to-west-bend-community-memorial-library/
https://urbanmilwaukee.com/pressrelease/local-artist-john-suess-brings-wisconsin-landscapes-to-west-bend-community-memorial-library/
https://www.news-shield.com/local-events/?_evDiscoveryPath=/event/1345521s-chippewa-valley-nordic-presents-banff-film-festival
https://www.htrnews.com/story/life/events/2026/04/03/ss-badger-documentary-railroad-on-the-water-premiere-manitowoc/89440562007/
https://www.gmtoday.com/timeout/milwaukee-ballet-alice-wonderland/article_6cc523d0-d10d-49b8-963b-980c7d7400bf.html
https://milwchor.ludus.com/index.php?show_id=200513676
https://urbanmilwaukee.com/pressrelease/festival-city-symphony-highlights-music-and-mental-health-through-work-by-composer-autumn-maria-reed/
https://urbanmilwaukee.com/pressrelease/festival-city-symphony-highlights-music-and-mental-health-through-work-by-composer-autumn-maria-reed/


“Satin Jazz”: A Live Music Event at the Milwaukee County Historical Society 
Urban Milwaukee  
April 29 

Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra announces 2026-27 season lineup 
Wisconsin State Journal 
Season 

Presenting 

The BoDeans set to perform in La Crosse for 40th year anniversary tour 
WI Proud 
April 3 

Eric Jacobson: The Music of Clifford Brown “Joy Spring” 
Jean’s Jazz Series | Racine Theatre Guild 
April 25  

Royal Melodies: Enchanted Again 
Signature Series | Racine Theatre Guild 
April 26 

Chris Kroeze Music: Concert in the Corn 
Ashland Daily Press 
August 28 

Theater/Opera 

The Hobbit 
Racine Theatre Guild 
April 10 – 19 

Racine Theatre Guild announces 89th season productions 
Wisconsin State Journal 
Season 

 
OPPORTUNITIES 

CALLING ALL CREATIVES: Artist Market Of E.C. Opens 2026 Applications 
Volume One Magazine 
Now Open 

The Mary L. Nohl Suitcase Export Fund Opens  2026 Winter Cycle 
Lynden Sculpture Garden and the Greater Milwaukee Foundation 
Deadline: Until the funds for the cycle are exhausted 

https://urbanmilwaukee.com/pressrelease/satin-jazz-a-live-music-event-at-the-milwaukee-county-historical-society/
https://madison.com/life-entertainment/local/music/article_3d2b039e-22ec-4126-b563-5801b3169759.html
https://www.wiproud.com/news/local-news/the-bodeans-set-to-perform-in-la-crosse-for-40th-year-anniversary-tour/
https://racinetheatre.org/event/eric-jacobson-the-music-of-clifford-brown-joy-spring/
https://racinetheatre.org/event/royal-melodies-enchanted-again/
https://www.apg-wi.com/ashland_daily_press/local-events/?_evDiscoveryPath=/event%2F107758519n-chris-kroeze-music-concert-in-the-corn
https://racinetheatre.org/event/the-hobbit/
https://madison.com/life-entertainment/local/art-theater/article_95f0aad9-70df-54f8-89e7-a8df1082e4de.html
https://volumeone.org/articles/2026/02/01/380915-calling-all-creatives-artist-market-of-eau-claire-opens-2026-applications
https://www.lyndensculpturegarden.org/content/mary-l-nohl-suitcase-export-fund-guidelines-application


Residency Opportunities 
Artist Communities Alliance 
Various 

Nonprofit Capacity Building Grant 
St. Croix Valley Foundation 
Deadline: Rolling 

Boost Your Art Career With SVA Continuing Education Courses, Workshops, and 
Residencies 
Colossal 
Various 

The Creative Collab | Bronzeville Artist-In-Residency Mentor Program 
Copywrite Magazine 
Deadline: Rolling 

Public Art Conservation Fund Application and Guidelines 
City of Milwaukee Arts Board 
Deadline: Rolling, as long as funds remain, in order they are received. 

America's Invitation | Share Your Story 
America 250 
Deadline: Before July 4, 2026  

Springboard for the Arts Calendar of Events 
Springboard for the Arts 
Various 

Are you raising impact capital for the creative economy? 
UpStart Co-Lab 
Deadline: Open 

RJE Sprout Fund Invites Proposals From Artists Working With Underserved Communities 
PND by Candid 
Deadline: Rolling 

Call for Artwork  
Northeast Wisconsin Technical College 
Monthly Review 

April 2026 Opportunities: Open Calls, Residencies, and Grants for Artists 
Colossal 
Various 

NEW Artists invited to submit work for PEEPS Art Show in Stevens Point 
Stevens Point Journal 
Submission Dates: Through April 4  

https://artistcommunities.org/directory/open-calls
https://www.scvfoundation.org/_files/ugd/f0ecf0_4fdb03e22c1e431ba69b280ab0e7b53d.pdf
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2025/08/sva-ce-fall-2025/
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2025/08/sva-ce-fall-2025/
https://copywritemag.com/the-creative-collab-artist-in-residency
https://fs27.formsite.com/nC8HPa/kfh65n0xq9/index.html
https://america250.org/share-your-story/
https://springboardforthearts.org/events/
https://upstartco-lab.org/pipeline/
https://philanthropynewsdigest.org/rfps/rfp12475-rje-sprout-fund-invites-proposals-from-artists-working-with-underserved-communities
https://www.nwtc.edu/about-nwtc/places/call-for-artwork
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2026/03/april-2026-opportunities-for-artists/
https://www.stevenspointjournal.com/story/news/local/2026/03/30/artists-invited-to-submit-work-for-peeps-art-show-at-riverfront-arts-center-stevens-point/89390668007/


Hardy Calls For Artists 
Door County Pulse 
Submissions Open Through April 12 

Red Letter Grant Goes Bigger, Now Accepting Applications 
Volume One Magazine 
Deadline: April 6 

Players Scholarship Applications Open 
Door County Pulse 
Deadline: April 6 

Teens invited to enter Fond du Lac photo contest by April 10 
Fond du Lac Reporter 
Deadline: April 10 

Preparations Begin for Second Annual Sheboygan Film Festival 
Seehafernews.com 
April 10 | Early Bird Submission Deadline 
June 12 | Regular Deadline 
July 17 | Late Deadline 

The Chippewa Valley Blues Society Announces Local Musicians Compete for Chance to 
Represent Chippewa Valley in Memphis 
Blues Festival Guide 2026 
April 12 

NEW 2026 Young Artists and Authors Showcase 
Sister Cities International 
Deadline Extended: April 15 

NEW 2026 Travel Grant Application 
The Rabkin Foundation 
Deadline: April 16 

Miller Art Opens Applications for its 2026 Residency Program, Celebrates Program’s 
Continued Growth 
Miller Art Museum 
Deadline: April 17 

2026 WDC Scholarship Student Application 
Wisconsin Dance Council 
Deadline: April 17 

NEW 2026 Instrument Drive 
Wisconsin Conservatory of Music 
April 18 

https://doorcountypulse.com/hardy-calls-for-artists/
https://volumeone.org/articles/2026/03/10/384201-red-letter-grant-goes-bigger-double-grant-cycle-spring-2026
https://doorcountypulse.com/players-scholarship-applications-open/
https://www.fdlreporter.com/story/life/family/2026/01/29/fond-du-lac-public-library-opens-2026-teen-photo-contest/88401031007/
https://www.seehafernews.com/2026/03/03/preparations-begin-for-second-annual-sheboygan-film-festival/
https://bluesfestivalguide.com/eau-claire-wi-the-chippewa-valley-blues-society-announces-local-musicians-compete-for-chance-to-represent-chippewa-valley-in-memphis/
https://bluesfestivalguide.com/eau-claire-wi-the-chippewa-valley-blues-society-announces-local-musicians-compete-for-chance-to-represent-chippewa-valley-in-memphis/
https://sistercities.org/what-we-do/programs/yaas/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvOBNHvRjdBRnFtbBbg1Yl74Y3LSJHSTdH4C6Jn5sK-ZGclA/viewform
https://millerartmuseum.org/news/miller-art-opens-opens-applications-for-the-2026-residency-program-celebrates-program-s-continued-growth
https://millerartmuseum.org/news/miller-art-opens-opens-applications-for-the-2026-residency-program-celebrates-program-s-continued-growth
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNt7nWnJYWDpAYScMVFjgtUhbeTR0mnr7B0obl8uZLGs1Rrg/viewform
https://www.wcmusic.org/donate/2026-instrument-drive/


2026 Cycle of The Open Fund Artist Project Grant 
The Open Fund 
Deadline: April 30 

Kenosha Sculpture Walk Seeks Artists and Sponsors for 2026–2028 Exhibit 
The City of Kenosha 
Deadline: April 30 

Also 
2026-2028 Sculpture Walk – HarborPark 
Art Call 
Deadline: April 30 

Vilcek Foundation invites applications for grants to support nonprofits working with 
immigrants 
Philanthropy News Digest  
Deadline: April 30 

IT'S TIME TO ROCK: Applications For Annual 'Rockonsin' Are Now Open! 
Volume One Magazine 
Deadline: April 30 

Nominate a Colleague | AMM Awards 
Association of Midwest Museums  
Deadline: April 30 

La Crosse County hosting art competition to celebrate La Crosse turning 175 
WI Proud 
Deadline: April 30 

NEW 'Barstow & Grand' Welcomes Submissions For Issue 10 
Volume One Magazine 
Deadline: April 30 

NEW Request for Proposals | Community Art Wall 
Nature & Culture Museum of Wisconsin 
Deadline: May 1 

Call For Artists In Sister Bay 
Door County Pulse 
Deadline: May 1 

Applications For 2027 Residencies Now Open 
Write On, Door County 
Deadline: May 1 

Information sessions will be held April 4. 

https://theopen.fund/
https://kenosha.org/news_detail_T6_R309.php
https://artcall.org/calls/c7094-2026-2028-sculpture-walk-harborpark
https://philanthropynewsdigest.org/rfps/rfp18678-vilcek-foundation-invites-applications-for-grants-to-support-nonprofits-working-with-immigrants
https://philanthropynewsdigest.org/rfps/rfp18678-vilcek-foundation-invites-applications-for-grants-to-support-nonprofits-working-with-immigrants
https://volumeone.org/articles/2026/03/01/383524-its-time-to-rock-applications-for-annual-rockonsin-are-now-open
https://www.midwestmuseums.org/events/awards/
https://www.wiproud.com/news/local-news/la-crosse-county-hosting-art-competition-to-celebrate-la-crosse-turning-175/
https://volumeone.org/articles/2026/04/01/385795-barstow-grand-welcomes-submissions-for-issue-10
https://www.mpm.edu/sites/default/files/files%20and%20dox/future%20museum/NCMW-Community-Art-Wall-RFP.pdf
https://doorcountypulse.com/call-for-artists-in-sister-bay/
https://writeondoorcounty.org/residency/
https://writeondoorcounty.org/inspire_events/2027-writers-residency-information-session/


Racine Arts Council Announces 2026 ArtSeed Grants Available 
Racine Arts Council 
Deadline: May 1 

NEW Manito Art League helps Northwoods artists further their education 
WJFW  
Deadline: May 1 

NEW The Andy Warhol Foundation Arts Writers Grant—Application Open 
Creative Capital for Artists 
Deadline: May 6 

Green Lake Plein Air Festival 
Town Square Community Center 
May 14 

NEW Downtown Green Bay: We the People: A Community Quilt for 250 Years 
WisBusiness 
Drop-Off Due Date: May 15 

Arrivals and Departures - CALL FOR ARTISTS 
Heyde Center for the Arts 
Entry Deadline: May 31 

Volunteer at Artspire 2026 
Pump House Regional Arts Center  
June 12, 13 

CALL FOR ARTISTS: The Community Mosaic Project 
The Hardy Gallery 
Deadline: June 21 

NEA FY 2027 Grants for Arts Projects Guidelines Now Available 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Deadlines: July 9 

DNR Now Accepting Artwork For The 2027 Turkey, Pheasant And Waterfowl Stamp 
Contests 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Deadline: August 1 

Also 
DNR accepting artwork for 2027 turkey, pheasant, waterfowl stamp contests 
Wausau Pilot & Review 
Submission Deadline: August 1 

https://www.racineartscouncil.org/artseed.html
https://www.wjfw.com/manito-art-league-helps-northwoods-artists-further-their-education/video_c5659921-ebd2-55fa-bb7e-b7b747494870.html
https://www.artswriters.org/application/guidelines
https://greenlaketownsquare.org/monthlycalendar/green-lake-plein-air-festival-2026
https://www.wisbusiness.com/2026/downtown-green-bay-we-the-people-a-community-quilt-for-250-years/
https://www.cvca.net/events/arrivals-and-departures-call-for-artists
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/391091192081/false#/invitation
https://files.constantcontact.com/d0f4b36f901/02d80787-c922-46c7-9616-36e35aea811f.pdf
https://www.arts.gov/news/press-releases/2025/nea-fy-2027-grants-arts-projects-guidelines-now-available
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/newsroom/release/118116
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/newsroom/release/118116
https://wausaupilotandreview.com/2026/03/23/dnr-accepting-artwork-for-2027-turkey-pheasant-waterfowl-stamp-contests/


Nordic Folk Arts & Cultural Traditions in the Upper Midwest 
American-Scandinavian Foundation 
Deadline: September 15 

Beyond Words: the Dollar General School Library Relief Fund 
Awards & Grants | American Library Association 
Deadline: None. Monthly Review  

Open Grant Solicitations 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs | US Department of State 
Various 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
The Wisconsin Arts News is a free service of the Wisconsin Arts Board, the state agency 
responsible for the support and development of the arts in Wisconsin, on the web at 
www.artsboard.wisconsin.gov. These articles are from a variety of sources and, therefore, 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the Arts Board. 
 
Despite our best efforts, links may fail without warning since each news source posts and 
archives its articles differently. We apologize for any inconvenience. 
  
To subscribe to Wisconsin Arts News:  
     * Send an e-mail with no message to: subscribe-artsnews@lists.wi.gov 

  Anything in the subject field will be ignored, so you can leave it blank. 

To unsubscribe to Wisconsin Arts News:  
* Send an e-mail with no message to: unsubscribe-artsnews@lists.wi.gov 

 

 

https://www.amscan.org/fellowships-grants/grants-for-folk-arts/
http://www.ala.org/awardsgrants/awards/166/apply
http://eca.state.gov/organizational-funding/open-grant-solicitations
http://www.artsboard.wisconsin.gov/
mailto:subscribe-artsnews@lists.wi.gov
mailto:unsubscribe-artsnews@lists.wi.gov

