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ABOUT THE 

WISCONSIN 

ARTS BOARD

 Wisconsin State Agency

 15 Member Board, 4 Staff People

 Creativity * Culture * Community * Commerce

 Grantmaking

 Technical Assistance

 Research and Information 

 Connector

 Convenor
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ABOUT ARTS 

WISCONSIN

 Wisconsin’s community cultural development 

organization

 Serving and promoting economic, workforce, and 

community development power, benefit and 

impact through the arts, culture and creativity

 Advocating for economic vitality, education for 

the 21st century, vibrant communities, and 

creative engagement for all.



TODAY’S AGENDA

 Quick Review:  Governor Evers’ 2021-2023 Executive Biennial Budget

 Quick Review: State Budget Process

 Overview:  Arts and Creativity Strengthen Our Nation

 Questions/Comments

 How will you use this information?

 Upcoming webinars



GOVERNOR EVERS’ 2021-2023 EXECUTIVE BIENNIAL BUDGET

 Match for NEA Funds

 FY 22 = $46,600.00; FY 23 = $6,600.00

 Funding for Creative Economy Development Initiative Grants

 FY 22 = $250,000.00; FY 23 = $250,000.00

 Funding for a Mass Burial Monument Grant (at UW-Stevens Point)

 FY 22 = $100,000.00



STATE BUDGET PROCESS

 Governor proposes, Legislature disposes.

 Joint Committee on Finance

 State Assembly, State Senate

 Governor’s signature

 Arts Board educates, Arts WI advocates.



STATE 

BUDGET 

PROCESS



ARTS AND CREATIVITY STRENGTHEN OUR NATION

 Overarching Narrative

 Core Message

 Benefits

 Why Public Funding?

 Case Studies



OVERARCHING NARRATIVE

Arts and Creativity Strengthen Our Nation



CORE 

MESSAGE



BENEFITS

KEY FINDING 

 The level of priority and the motivation each benefit provides for public funding does not adhere to party lines or 

to where policymakers fall on the political spectrum. Select benefits to emphasize based upon the individual 

policymaker and their priorities—not their party affiliation.

 Economy

 Health and Well-Being

 Community

 Education



WHY PUBLIC 

FUNDING?



QUESTIONS?  COMMENTS?



ARTS WISCONSIN’S POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE FOCUS

Advocating and working for investment in 

 creative workforce and jobs

 creative businesses

 arts education for all Wisconsin students

 community vitality and quality of life

 access, equity, inclusivity for all 



WHAT CAN YOU DO?

 Grantees - say thanks to state and federal representatives!

 Connect with state legislators through Arts Wisconsin’s Legislative Action Center

 Connect with federal representatives through Americans for the Arts’ Arts Action 

Fund. 

 Pay attention to state budget process

 Lead in and for your communities



WHAT CAN YOU DO?

 Participate in Creative Wisconsin Month | April 2021 

 meetings with state and federal legislators

 keynotes, presentations, training/info workshops

 Attend the National Arts Action Summit | April 5 – 9, 2021

 Attend the Follow-Up Webinar: “Taking the Message Local”



THANK YOU!


